Ashe County Arts Council
The Ashe County Arts Council is a private, non-profit community-based cultural organization that has diligently worked toward bringing the arts to Ashe County since 1977. 

The continuing goal of the Arts Council is to enrich the cultural life of Ashe County, believing that this will go far in making it a first-class community, which is good for families, the economy, businesses and visitors. In the 2009-10 season, the Arts Council will sponsor concerts the Ashe Civic Center, such as the Kruger Brothers on August 29, Mark Twain at Large on September 17, Appalachian State University Symphony Orchestra on February 6 and Route 66 on March 30.  The Arts Council will present at the Ashe Arts Center Irish Temperance on July 18, storyteller Kelly Swanson on November 13 and APPropos on February13. The Arts Center will feature nine visual arts exhibits including the juried competition Best of the Blue Ridge in November and Tree Fest in December in the gallery located in downtown West Jefferson. The Arts Council is committed to arts programming in the schools that includes hands on residencies with visiting artists, concerts, theatre, dance storytelling and more. 

The Arts Council sponsors the Barn Quilt project, the afterschool Junior Appalachian Musicians (JAM) program, downtown Gallery Crawls, the Sidewalk Art Fest, Spring Fest, the Very Special Arts Festivals and special events for all ages which give Ashe County residents countless opportunities to experience the arts. For a complete event calendar, click to www.ashecountyarts.org or call the Ashe County Arts Council at (336) 846-2787 for more information. 

Ashe Civic Center

The Ashe Civic Center is a spacious 300-seat theatre with a large wide stage, scene shop, dressing rooms and lobby. This county-owned facility is managed by the Ashe County Arts Council and provides a venue for a variety of community events including dance recitals, fundraisers and school events. The space is also available for rental for private events.

In the 2009-2010 season the Arts Council will sponsor concerts, theatre productions, dance and more. The Blue Ridge Brutal bike ride is the summer fundraiser event sponsored by the Civic Center and brings new visitors to Ashe County every year. The Civic Center is home to the Ashe County Little Theatre who produces four productions a year including this year’s summer musical, A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum, and upcoming shows Walking Across Egypt and 12 Angry Men. 

For an event calendar visit www.ashecivic.com or call (336) 846-2787.

