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“Morning Light”  oil on canvas by Vicki Van Vynckt
"The Sky's the Limit" at the Tryon Depot
In August, the skies will turn red, orange, pink and gold during an exhibit of paintings by Tryon artist Vicki Van Vynckt. The exhibit is titled "Above the Horizon" and will include 20 oil paintings of sunrises and sunsets. The show will be held at Millard & Company, located in the historic depot building at 22 Depot Street, Tryon, NC. Please join us for the 

Art opening reception:
Friday, August 1st, 2014
5-7:30pm
Live, improvisational music will be performed on keyboard by Aurora Fox, a musician from Weaverville. Gallery hours are Monday through Friday 9am to 5pm. The show will run from July 10th through September 5th. For more information, you can contact Vicki at (828) 859-6758 or visit her website at www.vanvyncktfineart.com. A warm thank you to Millard & Company for making this exhibit possible and their support of the arts. They may be reached at (828) 859-7001.

The inspiration behind the "Above the Horizon" exhibit started ten years ago and 1500 miles away in Santa Fe, New Mexico. In 2004, Vicki and her husband Jim moved there from Minnesota when Jim took a job transfer while working for the phone company. The skies (especially the sunsets) in the southwest were an incredible inspiration and seemed to beg to be painted on canvas. Vicki obliged and began her series of skyscape paintings. She quickly found a couple of galleries in Santa Fe to show her work. She mentions: "The skies were other-worldly out there. It was like being on another planet. While we lived there, I understood why so many artists have flocked there through the years to paint. It seemed like every other person I met in New Mexico was an artist. The quality of light was unique. People told me that it was because of the 7,000 ft. elevation and the dust in the air. Whatever it was, I was captivated by those incredible sunsets and it has stayed with me ever since. I must have taken at least 1000 sky photos while we lived there. Sunrises and sunsets are like poetry on canvas. Needless to say, I have many, many more sky paintings to create!"

After six years of living there, the economy began to change and it effected the livelihood of many artists and the galleries that represented them. Jim and Vicki had to make some hard decisions. When he decided to take an early retirement, they were faced with still having a large mortgage to pay and their property taxes rose $800 just that year due to improvements in the community. It began to get increasingly more expensive to live out there. They wanted to stay in New Mexico, but it just didn't seem feasible.  They knew they would miss the 9,000 foot mountain peaks and sunsets that they viewed from their home. But when change is in the air, there is not much one can do about it, except go with the flow. That is where North Carolina comes into the story.

Vicki had visited North Carolina only once (over 20 years ago) and remembered how much she loved Black Mountain. Her and Jim decided that perhaps North Carolina would be a good place to settle (hopefully once and for all) because it was green, had lots of water and beautiful mountains. They had spent six years living at the base of fairly tall mountains and couldn't imagine living anywhere flat. Another plus was that one of Vicki's brothers lived outside of Charlotte, so now there would be family to spend holidays with. In 2010, they moved across country to North Carolina and then settled in the small town of Tryon, in the foothills of the Blue Ridge Mountains. They were surprised to learn that Polk County also has tours of artist studios (like the towns in New Mexico had) and Vicki has since participated in a few of them. She says: "North Carolina has proved itself to be a beautiful gem of a place. My brother told me that by moving here, we "hit the gold mine". I believe he was right. North Carolina is every bit as scenic as the Southwest, but of course, in a different way. I have never seen so many waterfalls as we have here, and the biggest "gem" of them all is how friendly the people are. We ended up buying a small, round house in the woods with a creek on the property. We definitely have more green and water, however, I was still missing those Santa Fe sunsets. One day last fall, while driving north on Hwy 26 going to Hendersonville, we saw a magnificent sunset that rivaled (or exceeded) any I had ever seen in New Mexico. It had reds and oranges that slowly turned to pink. At first I couldn't believe my eyes and thought I must be dreaming. It thrilled me to no end to know that I can still enjoy that kind of beauty "above the horizon" here in North Carolina, even if it is only once in awhile...."
Vicki Van Vynckt has been creating oil paintings for over 30 years and studied fine art at the University of Southern Indiana. She continued her studies by taking some drawing and plein-air painting courses through the Atelier art school in Minneapolis, MN. She teaches oil painting classes and shows her paintings in galleries in North Carolina, South Carolina, and New Mexico. Her paintings hang in private collections throughout the United States. For more information about her artwork or painting classes, please contact her at (828) 859-6758. Her website is www.vanvyncktfineart.com.
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